
 

 

23 September 2022 
 
Dear Parents / Carers,  
 
This is my first Headteachers letter of the new academic year, and I would like to introduce myself to you.  
I have moved over to Sandwell from my role as Senior Deputy Head at Thomas Telford School, and I am 
thrilled to have the opportunity to lead the Academy.  Although I am from the North-East of England, the 
Birmingham area has been my home for many years, and I look forward to meeting with as many parents 
as possible over the coming years.   I enter my first term as Head with huge optimism for the year 
ahead: we have so much to be excited about, and you have my assurance that the staff and I will strive to 
provide a great experience for your children this year.  
 
We are well under way into the new term, and there is an excellent atmosphere at Sandwell Academy.  Our 
new Year 7 and Year 12 students have settled in really well, and all the other year groups have resumed 
where they left off in the Summer.  I have been particularly impressed by the uniform standards of students; 
when young people look the part, they act the part, and I am grateful for your support in ensuring that your 
children attend school smart and ready to learn.  
 
The Personal Tutor meetings with parents were able to resume in person for the first time in a number of 
years, and I was personally delighted to meet so many new faces at the Academy.  I know from 
conversations with staff that many constructive conversations took place as our students are set targets 
and get to work on achieving them.  At Sandwell Academy we really value parental engagement, so please 
do make contact with your child's Tutor if there are any issues that require our attention. We will do our 
best to support the progress of every student in the Academy, and if you feel we can offer something 
specific for your children, then please do not hesitate to make us aware.   
 
On this note, Session 3 resumed this week. For the particular benefit of parents of children who are new 
to the Academy, Session 3 takes place from 3.20pm every day.  These sessions enable students to enjoy 
optional recreational activities such as sport, performing arts and other hobbies, and to gain extra 
academic support in subjects where a little more help is needed.  While some sessions are optional, some 
will be compulsory, and I would appreciate your support in ensuring your child attends if requested.  You 
can access the Session 3 timetable and book onto sessions using the My Child At School (MCAS) portal.  It 
would be great to see as many students as possible benefiting from this excellent provision.  
 
Thursday 22 September also saw the first of our Year 6 Open Evenings, a wonderful opportunity for 
parents to find out more about what we offer. Whether children are the first in their family to apply to 
Sandwell Academy, or their siblings have gone before, you are welcome to attend the next event on 11 
October.  There are still places, so please contact the Academy if you would like to attend, or to access 
any further information.   
 
This is a new chapter in the history of this brilliant school, and I am privileged to have the opportunity to 
lead us forward. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Mr Saunders 
Headteacher  


